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400 DEAD.

St Louis and East St. Lounls Vis-
ited hy a Frightful Tornado
Yesterday Alleracon.

Thousands Injured.

Hundreds of People Belleved to Ee
s1ill Buried in the Huins of
Buildings.

MILLIONS SWEPT AWAY,

The Mtarm Wrecked Buildings ot All
Kinds, Especially Along the
tiver Front.

MANY VESSELS WRECKED

Steamboats and Barges Torn From
Their Moorings and Dashied to
Splintera—Many on
Board Lost,

FIRE ADDN TO THE HORROUR

A Numpber of the Wrecked Buildings

Burned,

St. Louis, Mo., May 28.—Wlen
the sun rose on 8t. Louis and vicin-
ity this morning it sbowed a scene
of terrible ruiu and disaster, wiund,
rain and fire having combined in a
mission of destruction.

At least 200 lives were lost in this
city and as many more in East St
Louis, while thousands were injured,
many #0 severely that they cannot
recover. The exact number of dead
and injured will, however, not be
known for many days for the debris
of ruined buildings undoubtedly
cevers scores of people.

The damage and destruction of
property will aggregate many mil-
lion dellars, but the exact amount
cannot be estimated with any degree
of oertainty.

The tornado, whioh caused this
destruction, struck the oity yester-
day afternoen at 5:15 o'clock and
seon swept to East S5t. Louis. The
greatest damage on this side of the
river was inflicted within a three
mile strip along the Mississippi.
Many buildings were totally wreck
ed by the force of the wind and
others were unroefed, while very
few escaped some injury. Signs and
cornices were torn off, shade trees
and everything else suffered.

200 DEAD—THOUSANDS INJURED

Henlth Commissioner Starkloff,
twe hours after the tornado had
passed, feared that the dead would
reach 200 and that not fewer than
1,000 persons had sustained serious
injuries. By midnight Associated
Press reporters had visited all of
the stricken portion of the city sub-
urbs and Dr. Starkloff's estimates
were fully confirmed. The dead
were found in all parts of the de-
yastated section, while erurhed be-
neath falling walls, Lurled against
the sides of buildings, struck by
flying timbers, cut by the shattered
glase, shocked by the net work of
down wires, humanity suffered in
ways innumerable and the names of
all the injured will never ba known.
Enough were recorded at the dis-
pensaries last night to show how
wide spread were the tornado's ef-
fects

Of the destruction of property
thers can be no satisfactory estimate
given. Theloss in extent and in
character is beyond conception.

HUNDREDS 0F BUILDINGS DOWS

All the way from Papin street to
Carondelet the storm put a stamp
on the face of the city that will not
be effaced for years. Big, strong
buildings fell before the wind like
houses made of cards. P

From where it entered the city,
out in the southwestern suburbs, to
where it left it, somewhere near the
Eades bridge, there is a wide path
of ruius. 'actory after factory went
down aud piles of bricks and tin.
bers mark the spots on whichh they
stood. Dwellings were picked up
aud throwu in every direction. Dusi
ness houses were fattened There
was no chance for the escape of the

occupants. The ruins  coverel

bruised and mangled bodies ‘het
will net be uncoveral until a svs.
tematic searclh is mads. MHMundrels

of families in South St. Louis are
howmeless, practically, and the tem.
porary hospitals slelter scores and

hund:
TS CUTIBE OF THE STORM.

e tornado struck St. Louis on
the southwest ut & point just north
of Tower (irove park and ranina
northeasterly direetion until it reach-
ad Grand avenue. From there it
followed Mill creek '

va.iey clear to
the river. veering slighily to the

north when it reached tenth sirect
At the levee it swung around almost
at a rigit angle, and swept straight

up the river to beyond Vepice and

a5 Jegonn Bios, & o,

The worst damage wes doneina
path sbout six blocks wide, extend-

Heavy 60 Sue fard «are, UntierT spd on2
ing eastward from Grand avenue t0| Timwer v stoves. Fiell anl Garden
tenth street.  From Lafayette ave- Secls, Ruggies, Waions, snd Farm
wue on the south to the railroad i hpr bl
tracks on the north, about every ' "“ e " roatis
other block the wind secmed to = ) '
reach out and crueh a few buildings | Groceries ans rarmnl Produce

and unroof residences outsi le of its
wain path.  Every wire along Chou-
teau avenue from Grand avenue east
to twelfth street was down and the |
poles and their heavy froight of | =

|(fllb:i.-5 were scattered slong the l |

| St
street. p . o e
! PHE CITY HOSZITAL' S DAMAGE. 1 } Skt

Hay TooLs)

In the tlashes of lightning last OTTr'-.'M...LLE

I night the city hospital looked like a
| ruin- The surgical ward was partly
{ demolished. Portione of the other
buildings were unroofed. Walls
were cracked. Kven in the darkness

HAYING TOOLS.

the physicians began the removal of | wg tiv v orv oxtensice e ol hay
patiens to temporary quarters, fear- |earriers, forke pullies, tloor hooks,
ful that the strained stucture would }{{!mt”f‘_ avd ~isal rope. We E‘null;i

X . 1ke to nayve vou call ang ses s A
go down in 8 ggnaral Tl.c:_llupaa Portor's new Colambisn carriecs also
| There were 450 sick people in the |} ig Golumbiian steel track. You can
Lospital when the storm came. Some | gan by tlic little ploture that it hae

!\',‘

nearly donbla
other traec!

gatbered strength 1n their fright
and ran shrieking from the place,
finding shelter on the outside. Thir-
teen were injured in one ward.

The city hall and the Four Courts
were in the path of the cloud as it
passed from the city hospital to-
ward the river. and both were dam-
aged. Part of the jail wall was de-
| molished.

Convention hall lost a part of the
roof cn the eastern end and the east
end was punctured in several places
by flying missiles, and sustained
#ome derangement of the interior. |-
Ten days work and the expenditure| ~~" "
of $5,000 will make the hall good|Are the most popular machines on
uguin_ the wark 5.‘:1 \'-‘-1!-_:} : ‘ |I|.d:. N ‘.h.._'l:;u

scouss or scitbivgs wakecsgy. | (e oW 1593 wachinesund learn vhy

In the district between Sixth| wWe claim without fear of contra-
street and river northward from |dietion that we now have in our car-
Chouteau avenue, the tornado tore a ’l"‘ﬂ.l-.!_':__r_‘:f-'-.-::-'l_f:'-l\-ﬁf be 1....:;4'“11.?;;.&{&:3,
diagonal path. The district eom-| == _“’1:' Th Boats. SeAns. Bt
prises business houses, many of|rave <prig wegons ever shown in
them older type. Every building
within the path sustained damage.
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DERRING BINDERS,
REAIBRS, MOWERS,

Bates county. Sae the new

Smoke stack and chimneys were top- DEERING STEEL HAY RAKES
pl&d over. YWalls were leveled and Dearing hinrvesting oil, Deering twine
roofs were liftel. Thousands of |sereen wirs, acreen doors, spring

hinges, door springs, hedge tools, ice
cream freezers, lawn mowers, hose,
rafrigerators, lemon squeezers, ice
shavers, oll enns, hav forks, seythes
and suaths, grass hooks now that
harvest is approaching don't you
nesd a good big Majestic Steel Range

to do vour cooking.
& CO.

windows were brokea and miles of
telegraph and telephone wires were
left i1n a anetwork on the ground.
Through this district the streets are
impassable. They are cevered in
places with debris ten feet deep.

Along the levee front the hawsers
snapped and boats were sent adrift,
some to go down, others to go
ashore on the eastern bavk. The
loss of life which might bhave beem
averted by the hour at which the
tornado eame. A little latter the
exsursion ateamers would have been
going out. None of them had left
their wharves. Other river passen-
ger boats had gone an hour before
and although not heard from, prob-
ably had passed out of danger.

THE EAST OT. LOUIS HAVOG.

The death dealing cloud crossed
the river at such an angle as to
strike and wreck the upper works at
the east end of the Eads bridge and
to eweep a part of East St. Louis
In comparison to its size the fatali-
ties and losses in East St. Lous
greatly exceed those on this. side of
the river. The larger part of the
central portion of the city is razed
to the ground, while on the flate
along the river back to the uorth of
the Liads bridge not a house in left
standing. In the latter portion the
loss of life 1s terrible. NSearcely a
{umily seems to bave escaped with-

DEACON BROS.

Low Price Hardware and G:ocery Homse

blow right in the faee of the storm.
It wasa lower current It raised
the dark cloud and brought it for-
ward faster and faster. Suddely the
wind stopped blowing from the east-
and there swept from the northwest
a territic gale which made the best
built structures tremble.

With the hurricane, for that was
the first form look when it broke
over the western part of the eity,
came a deluge of rain. For half an
hour, from a few minutes before
5:30, this hurricane blew from the
northwest. Then there came a lull.

The currents shifted to the south-
west, and there eame into existence
a stormn cloud with the essential
feature of the tervado, the fucnel
sbape. This second storm burst up-
on the city from the southwest. It
came in on tke south eide of Lafay-
ette park, struek the eity hospital
and from there tore its way through
tbe city to the river by the north-

i

{ she disappeared.

+ | their moorings
;| the river, rollimg over,

left a scene of desolation where ten
minutes belore steawsrs bad rocked
guietly at their docks, some just ar-

rived N gelargnne the 3
gers OLUErs PUepaLio » ure
Trucks and bag rage Lad beca tossed
Lither and thit cr, st into
ke river; plow b ag I in
piemouts b en i

nd yn el £ = i
D Sgen, il e wi 111 18 | b
was that of waste and wrecl..

The steamer, J. J. Odill ot the
llincis River packet line was blown

mt frem its whar® at the foct of
Moy strect. crasli nio  the
sccond pier of the Fades brid e and

sank. Mer Loilers blew up before
Ste had a crew
f twelve, and three wolnen passen-
rs, Lesiies her captain,

ownsend, an old niver man.

Leulge

Ul
ovi
£ o]
g Three

{ of ber crew reached land safely, Two |
tof them jumped beforethe explosion

and caught driftwood. The other
was blown overboard by the explo

but managed to swim asbore. Three
others of the crew clung to the pier
and made their way up to the bridge
proper.

There is no way of estimating the
number of lives that were lost on
the river craft that happened to be
near when the tornado came. Hun-
dreds of barges were moored all
along the river bank. In sowe in-
stances as many 48 ten or twelve
persons were on board when the

ble strain. Men were blown down
into the water and the destruction
of life will be large.

Several boats were jerked from
and carried down
and finally
struck the raft of the Wigging Fer-
ry
tVENle,

1L BAN...

PARTIAL, ST. LOUIS LORSBES.

The roof of the Republican con-
vention hall weas blown off and a
twenty four foot section of the west.
ern wall of the city jail clear down,
exposing the interior. It was during
the exercise hours and 200 prisoners
were exercising in the building.
They were panic etricken. They
were too frightened to try to escape.
Jailer Wagner was on the scene in a
moment and with the aid of & num-
ber of detectives and policemen the
prisoners were placed in their cells.

The tanks of the Waters Pierce
Oil company on Gratiot street were
blown up, spreading destruction on
every bhand.

Three storles of the Coe Manufac
turing cempany’s building, Ninth
and Gratiot, and nearly balf of the
Wainwrith brewery were blown
down. .

The Summer High school, Elev-
enth and Spruce, McDermott's sa-
loon, Eleventh and Chestnut, the
Central Emigrant, on the opposite
corner, and Jere Sheehan's livery
stable, Eleventh and Walnut were
unroofed.

The Coneelidated wire works
building at Twenty first and Papin
streete were almort totally wrecked.
Seven people are known to have
been injured seriously by this wreck
and many more are said to have
baen hurt by fslling walls.

The two story building of the C.
H. Sawyer Macufacturing company,
1819 Chouteau avenue, was demol-
ished. Jchn Sawyer, a member of
the firw, and Emma Cheney and
Isabella Hamden, typewriters, were
cruched to death under the walls.
H. H. Sawyer, a member of the firm,
was injured fatally.

The St. Louis Refrigerator and

out some member being killed,while
in many instances whole households
were wiped out of existence. The
Catholic chureh of St John of Nepo-

easterly course. It wrought such
havoe a8 will long leave traces in |
that part of the eity which lies east
of Seventh street and north of Cerre

{ muk, at the corner of Twelith and|#treet to the Xads bridge. The
Souiard streets, was destroyed. ex. | boats at the wharf were torn from |
cept the front. whieh stands like a their moorings acd capsized or went |

tower, all side aud back walls being |
completely destroved.

adrift. The cleud crossed the river
{demolisked the vpper work at the
| Fire added much to the loss aec |east end of the bridge and then it
icount. Down wires, wild currento I“’!('Hk?d its .'Ll'}" on East St. Louis.
| of eleotricity, crushed buildings, all! The district between Clark avenue
| contributed to this element of de-|8nd Waslington ayenue, from
struction. The slarm system w“\TweiftL gtreet to the river suffered
{ paralyzed. Approaches were block- | fearfully from the ravages of the
ed. $200,000 contlagration on the [ tornado. The brunt of the violence

| St. Louis side was supplemented by | of the stormn was borne by the por- |

A dozen lesser fires.
| Louis a mill

was burned and two|slong tle river bauk. as compara-|

Woodenware compacy's factory was

completely destroyed by fire caused |

by lightning.
at $300,060,

Cpe corser of the rity Loepital
was blown out and the building oth-
erwige damnged. One patient died
from fright and two others were
killed by falling debris, with many

The loss is eatimated

{ eeriousiy irjured, a number of whom

will die.

The Sildell & Shenley
ing; at Seventh and
streets fell in and it is rumored that
eighteen women were buried in the
ruine.

Engine house No 1 was blown

build-

The Laclede Gas companye tank

|other considerable losses were sus-|tively light damage was done to the |at Fourteenth and Gratiot streets

| tained. To the enormous toutal fires
jadded at least & million dollars.
Such another night of horror may i along the river front.
St. Louie never kuow. | for
=E0W THE GLZAT
Hours of depressing
puds of wind coming by turns {from

and the levee
wiles up and down was devastat-|
2d and laid waste. Great stenmers{
were torn from their moorings at |
the first Viast and blown down the l

BTORY

property further north and west. | was etruck by lightzing anie- lod- |
' The tornado vented its greatest fury ! ed. i

The Samuel Cilp}"lﬂi Wm)--.‘n:ware
company 8 warehouse at Seventh
and Spruce streets was burped.

WRECKS ALONG THE STREETH.

Six unknown men were taken out

sion and was cut about the head, |

anchorage gave way under the terri-

company at the foot of Choutau|

Ruodger |

n the freshy
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escaped with injuries, while the re-
mainder are thought to be buried in
the ruins.

Craver's planing mill at Craver
and Arsenal streets was destroyed,

The roof of the South St. Louis
Turner hall Thirteenth and Arsenal
streets, was blown in.

The Carondelet Gas uud Electrice
compsany buildings were consider-
ably damaged.

The Hydraulic Press work, Man-
chester road and ‘Frisco railread
tracks, were blown down: damage,
£15.000.

- The St. Louis Refrigerator and
'Wooden (Gutter companys estire

' plant at Main acd Park was destroy- |

ed. The plant consisted of a four-
story factory.a four story warehouse,
a bicycle factory and several emaller
| buildings. When the cyelone struck
the plant there were at work between
400 and 500 men and women. Fire
broke out in the warehouse just after
the top floor was destroyed. The
panic stricken employees rushed
pell mell from the buildings, leaving
many disabled behind them. To add
to their herror hundreds of pieces
of heavy lumber from adjoining lum
ber yards came flying through the
air and forced many back into the
blazing buildings.

The top floor of the four story
building at Second and Cbestnut
streets was blown off.

The structure occupied by Dan
Gunn a8 a notion store at 2102 Clark
avenue was demolished.

The Central Home of Rest was
demolished and one man killed,
name unknown. Two were injured.

The copper roof of the shields, on
Seventh beiween Riddle and Carr
streets, was blown off.

The front walls of the building at
406 8 South Twellth street were
blown down. Some of the occupants
were slightly bruised.

At the Glebe Shoe and Clothing
company the windows of the upper
floors were blown in and damage
was done to merchundise amount-
ing to thousands of dollars.

The roofs and skylights of the
Merchants’ Exchange building were

The cigar store at the bridge en
trance of Third and Washkington
avenues was blown into the streets.
The Paper Cotton compress com-
pany's building near the foot of
Convent street and the St. Louis
cotton compress building, both one
story buildings, were demolished.
Strickler’s cigar store, RBroadway

front. Mrs. Strickler was sitting in
| the front doorway at the time with
{ ber baby in Ler arme, but was un-

tbuart.

| The storm tore off half of the roof
{of the Nationa! Paper company's
[ building, routh eighth strest, and
| demolished the ehipping room on
|the first floor. Total damage about
=40.000.

| At the burning St. Lomis refrig-
| erator and gutter warehouse several
‘ injured firemen had been taken from
{the wreck and three more were

In East St.|tion of the distriet lying south and |down aund all of the fireman buried. |known to be in the callsr dead.

IY']."!:-h:-r.- brothers. named Hardy. were
| dJangerously injured. It was said
 that probably seventy more were
| etill buried in the ruins Asg the
jstorm was at its height the gas hold
|er at Eighteenth street ccllapsed.
{ People were terrified by eolumns of
| burping geas leaping high in the air.
! The old three story building on the
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most disastrous storm ic the city's| Vuen the tornado struck the| wrecked i S ten feet
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west beyond Forest park. As the Cb80s XNo cre Inew whether to| At Broadway and Soulard streets|yards were strewn abcut like Lail

biack rim mounted higher above ihe | 90¢k safety from the fury of the|

horizon, ite arc embraced more ter.| SEOIY
{ritory to the porth and south. A EVIN ON THE LIVER FRONT, |

strong wind from the east began to!
|

& four story brick boeildinrcsllarsed,
Burying several families.

BSixty men were at work on the

| In some cases switch taroe‘s were

' broken off by the fyving timbers
' Planks wera driven into the earth

% r. v . . ! .
| framework of the Lizgeft & Mvers and broken off Freight cars were
After the tornado bad passed it 'inew tobaceo fuctors tw " $ .

twenly or thirty | demolished and merchandise scat

] : damsage is extensive.
blows off. The damageis wxtensive | were the city hall, the police station

| the Trement house, the Baltimore &

and Biddell strest, lost & £ty foot

=

tered in all directions
The wind lifted the roof off Chay,

H. Peck’s new building, to the north
of the Wall Paper cowpany, and
blew down the wall of a new brick
building two doors further north.
It almost demolished the build;
| of William Koenig & Co, agents of
Aultwan & Co, agricultural im
ments. The roof and ceiling to the
tirst loor were wrecked and the oe-
cupants of the offices saved their
lives by taking refuge in the wvault.
The building of the American Re
frigerator Transit eompany, at the
levee and Cedar street, were badly
demolished.

The Terminal elevator, Biddle and
Main was robbed of the south end
wall on the first floor.

The fourth story and roof of Me.
Pheeter's dry goods warehouse on
the levee, between Biddle and Carr
streets, was blown off.

The front and roof of Fisher &
Davis' three story brick saw mill
machinery house. 1724.26 North
Main was wrecked.

The roof and smokestacks of the
Fulton iron works and machine
shop, Fulton and Carr, were blown
off and the roof was blown off a va-
cant building belonging to the Dr.
J. H. McLean estate. Collins and
Biddle.

Upon the levee and Carr street
the wind played sad havoc. The
immense freight shed of the Chiea-
go, Burlington & Quincy railroad,
two bloocks long and one wide, ex-
tending from Carr street to Fraok.
in avenue, is a totall wreck.

St. Leuis, May 27.—At East St
Louis houses, factories and work-
shops along Front street were cut
to the ground and many other strue-
tures wrecked.

How many lives were snuffed out
 under the wrecks it will take time

to find out. Two buundred is

!thought to be a conservative esti-
{ mate of the number of the dead.
| The three story frame hotel of Wm.
i Wicker, in which were fifteen or
'twenty people, went down withs
| arash,

Among the buildings destroyed

Ohio and Vandalia railroad round
Louses. Every freight house on the
island, the Wiggins Ferry company's
warehouse, the Standard Oil works,
| the Griggios hotel, the Workman's

' bavk and Harrie’ ecoper ehop.

After the wiud and rain had done
its work fire added to the destruec-
tion. Retzel's mill was the first to
become igrited and it was totally
destroved at a loss of £150,000.
Harris's Barrel factory, nearly fifty
loaded cars in the termioal yards,
Lynch's boardiug house, Heard's
feed store. Lee's blacksmith shop
and other swaller places were burn-
ed. The destruction of the water
works early in the storm cut off the
water supply aud Chief Purdy and
bis men fought the fire with a bue-
ket brigade as beet they could. The
whole contral portion of the city was
threatened by the burning will, but
#ll bands worked with such a will
that ite further spread was preveat-
ed. The fire caused consternation.

This yeur will stand a= a record
breaker for tornadoes and great loss
of ife.  Within the !ast thirteen
deys there have been storms which
hizve eaused the loss of 650 people
and the injury of probably twice a8
DALY mMore.

The first of three big tornadoes
wos nt and wround Shermar, Texas
Fighty five peraon killed within
‘Lermea and fully 123 iniurcd; while
*31 personr lost their lives i1 tOwDS
conthwest of Sherman ard soveral

bundred received ipjuries. Two days
iater—May 17—Northern Kaness
was swent by a terrible “iwister.”
The total Insa of life was pear thirty,
with soores of injured. Mav 25 oc-
curred the storms in Mielizan, Il
neis and Jowsa, in which 101 souls
perished eitber by the wind or
drowning io the flacds  Lact night
oeccurred the storm iz Yt IL-uis by
which 400 people perished. making
the awiual total of 647 actual dead
since April 12
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